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project. The United States, in partner-
ship with Norway, will also provide $12
million to build a bridge over the river
between Afghanistan and Tajikistan,
forming a key road link.

* Agricultural projects will include a pack-
age of irrigation programs, including $6
million to assist Afghanistan in man-
aging water systems that are already
being repaired under cash-for-work
programs and a $15 million project to
restore irrigation systems and other es-
sential services.

e In the area of education, the United
States is initiating a $60 million program
to build or repair 1000 schools, print 15
million textbooks, train 30,000 teachers,
and offer accelerated learning programs
to 60,000 students.

» Health is also a priority sector for U.S.
assistance, with $133 million planned
for a three-year program that will con-
struct or rehabilitate 550 primary health
care centers, expand access to health
services in rural areas, and address the
basic health care needs of women and
children.

The United States and Afghanistan will
work together toward that day when Afghani-
stan is fully secure and self-sufficient. In Af-
ghanistan as elsewhere, the United States
covets no resources and seeks no special ad-
vantage. President Bush and President
Karzai reaffirm the bond of friendship that
unites the peoples of America and Afghani-
stan in the common pursuit of a safer, freer,
and more prosperous world for the benefit

of all.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Proposed Legislation
To Implement the Clear Skies
Initiative

February 27, 2003

In my State of the Union Address, I urged
Congress to enact my aggressive and innova-
tive plan to cut air pollution, the Clear Skies
Initiative. Clear Skies will cut powerplant
emissions by 70 percent—much further, fast-
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er, more cost-effectively and with more cer-
tainty than current law.

Today, with the reintroduction of my legis-
lation, Clear Skies takes an important step
towards delivering health and environmental
benefits to Americans. I am pleased that
Chairman Tauzin and Chairman Barton have
introduced Clear Skies in the House and
Chairman Inhofe and Chairman Voinovich
have introduced it in the Senate.

In the last 30 years, America has dramati-
cally improved air quality. Clear Skies is the
next step in this positive trend towards bring-
ing cleaner air and better health to more of
our citizens. We have learned a lot about
what approaches work best, and now is the
time to put those lessons to use.

Clear Skies builds on the proven success
of our most effective clean air program—the
acid rain reduction program, which signifi-
cantly reduced acid rain in the Northeast.
Clear Skies expands this program so that in
the next decade alone, we will remove 35
million more tons of pollution from the air
than would the current Clean Air Act. This
will also help protect our forests, lakes,
streams, and coastal waters from acid rain,
nitrogen, and mercury degradation. And
Clear Skies will do this through the use of
a market-based system that guarantees re-
sults while keeping electricity prices afford-
able for Americans.

I thank Chairmen Tauzin, Inhofe, Barton,
and Voinovich for their leadership on this im-
portant environmental initiative. Clear Skies
represents cost-effective pollution reductions
that make sense for the environment and the
economy. Administrator Whitman and I look
forward to working with Congress to deliver
the benefits promised by passage of Clear
Skies legislation.

Statement Announcing the
Hydrogen Powerplant
Demonstration Project and the
Carbon Sequestration Leadership
Forum

February 27, 2003

Today I am pleased to announce that the
United States will sponsor a $1 billion, 10-
year demonstration project to create the
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world’s first coal-based, zero-emissions elec-
tricity and hydrogen powerplant. This project
will be undertaken with international part-
ners and power and advanced technology
providers to dramatically reduce air pollution
and capture and store emissions of green-
house gases. We will work together on this
important effort to meet the world’s growing
energy needs, while protecting the health of
our people and our environment.

Secretaries Powell and Abraham will also
initiate an international Carbon Sequestra-
tion Leadership Forum, to collaborate with
international partners on advancing the re-
search, development, and commercial de-
ployment of carbon capture and storage tech-
nologies in the next decade.

Recently, my administration has proposed
initiatives to accelerate research and devel-
opment of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles to
allow for commercialization by 2020, and fu-
sion energy by the middle of this century.
This demonstration project and the Carbon
Sequestration Leadership Forum will build
on these initiatives to provide the American
people and the world with advanced tech-
nologies to meet the world’s energy needs,
while improving our global environment for
future generations.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
Legislation To Prohibit Human
Cloning

February 27, 2003

Today’s resounding bipartisan vote in the
House demonstrates concern for the pro-
found moral and social issues posed by
human cloning. Like most Americans, I be-
lieve human cloning is deeply troubling, and
I strongly support efforts by Congress to ban
all human cloning. We must advance the
promise and cause of medical science, in-
cluding through ethical stem cell research,
yet we must do so in ways that respect human
dignity and help build a culture of life. I urge
the Senate to act quickly on legislation ban-
ning all human cloning.

Feb. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

Statement on Proposed Legislation
To Implement the Jobs and Growth
Package

February 27, 2003

I commend Senators Nickles and Miller
and Chairman Thomas for their leadership
in introducing my jobs and growth package,
which will put money back into the hands
of millions of Americans and increase invest-
ment and job opportunities.

Today’s action demonstrates bipartisan
commitment to promoting economic growth
and creating jobs. The plan will cut taxes for
everyone across the board, eliminate the un-
fair double taxation of dividends, increase
small-business investment incentives, help
families with children, and end the penalty
paid by working couples.

I look forward to continuing to work with
Chairman Thomas, Chairman Grassley, and
members of both parties who share my vision
for strengthening America’s economic recov-
ery and ensuring that every individual who
wants a job is able to find one.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels

February 27, 2003

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
President Clinton declared a national emer-
gency to address the disturbance or threat-
ened disturbance of international relations
caused by the February 24, 1996, destruction
by the Government of Cuba of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba. In July 1996
and on subsequent occasions, the Govern-
ment of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully
defend its sovereignty against any U.S.-reg-
istered vessels or aircraft that might enter
Cuban territorial waters or airspace while in-
volved in a flotilla and peaceful protest. Since
these events, the Government of Cuba has
not demonstrated that it will refrain from the



